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ECO DESIGN1

Tecniplast obtained the assurance and compliance statement of the eco-design process according to  
UNI ISO 14006:2020 “Environmental management systems - Guidelines for the integration of eco-design”. This standard 
provides guidelines to establish, document, implement, maintain and improve continuously our eco-design management 
as part of the environmental management system. 
We know that each product or service has an impact on the environment during all stages of its life cycle, from the 
extraction of raw materials to end-of-life treatment. 
We reached the goal, with this extended certification of eco-design, to integrate environmental aspects into the design 
and development phases of products, in order to reduce their negative environmental impact and improve environmental 
performance throughout their life cycle, without compromising the quality and application of our products and services. 

The benefits obtained apply to the customer/user, producer, supply chain and, ultimately, to the Earth.

Tecniplast eco-design 
process has been 
approved according to 
ISO 14006, reaching 
the goal to integrate 
environmental aspects 
into the design and 
development phases of 
products.



WWW.TECNIPLAST.IT
33

BENEFITS OF THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY FOR ALL

ECONOMIC BENEFITS
• Substantial resources savings
• Economic growth
• Innovation stimulus
• Changing demand

ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
• Less greenhouse gases
• Vital soil, air and water bodies
• Conservation of nature reserves

BUSINESS BENEFITS
• New profit
• Stable material supply
• Growing demand for services
• Optimized customer relations

SOCIETY BENEFITS
• Growing economy
• Reduced ecological footprint
• Future

“WE ARE THE TREND SETTER
OF CIRCULAR ECONOMY

IN THE LAS INDUSTRY,
WHICH IS ABOUT 

MORE THAN RECYCLING!”

CIRCULAR ECONOMY2

Our circular economy concept is not a “me-too” simple statement, but it covers a broad scope, from our industrial 
operations to products and services, including infrastructure, equipment and services, bearing in mind our customers’ 
industry sectors.

The circular economy system was adopted by Tecniplast many years ago, with the aim of eliminating waste 
and continual use of resources. We have trained our management to adopt circular philosophy in our systems by 
employing various practises such as: reuse, sharing, repairing, refurbishing, remanufacturing and recycling to create a 
closed-loop system, minimising the use of resource inputs and the creation of waste, pollution and carbon emissions. 
Our objective is to keep products, equipment and infrastructure in use for longer, thus improving the productivity of our 
products. Our waste is really “food” for another industrial process: either a by-product or recovered resource for another 
industrial process.
We believe in a circular economy and we think that a sustainable world does not mean a drop in the quality of life for 
consumers and can be achieved without loss of revenue or extra costs for manufacturers. 
We know that circular business models can be as profitable as linear models, allowing us to keep enjoying similar 
products and services with fantastic benefits for Us, for our Customers and for Society.
A model that is increasingly gaining traction among the countries of the European Union, determined to implement a new 
agenda of measures to protect the planet from all the waste we are drowning in, due to population growth, lack of raw 
materials and the evolution of the production process.
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HIGH QUALITY PLASTICS3A

We have selected reusable plastics. The fact that they do not degrade makes it possible for circular usage, creating a 
true value for used plastic, and therefore an economic impetus to collect it. 
We should not forget that plastic is a fantastic material: it gives us products that we could otherwise only dream of. 
What’s more, our famous recycling program promotes circular use, giving used plastics a true value, and thus an 
economic impetus for collecting them anywhere on earth, minimising release of plastic into nature.

WE ENACT A VISION TO CREATE A SUSTAINABLE, CIRCULAR SYSTEM
FOR PLASTIC PRODUCTS IN THE LAS INDUSTRY:

Our products are made of specially designed plastic, which ensures a particular resistance for years to physical and 
mechanical solicitations. Therefore our products are ideal for the LAS industry where products are autoclaved and 
washed frequently, without losing their intrinsic features such as visibility or mechanical resistance. 

Together with our customers, we have pioneered the way to develop reusable, recyclable and environmentally 
friendly plastic products that never break as well as accessories tailored to individual markets. 

All our products are considered unbreakable being made of hard plastic which, once your reusable, recyclable and 
eco-friendly plastic products are used and have arrived at the end of their long life cycle, we take back, through our 
ww local recycler network which buys back them, and grinds them down to make new products.

HIGH QUALITY PRODUCTS3B

We design products to offer smaller life cycle costs, extended life cycles, higher productivity, Reduced operator risks, 
location security,  the most sophisticated Preservation of resources, with the goal of providing the best sustainable 
laboratory technologies, defining  new boundaries in the WW Leadership.

We are proud to say that our products can be certified by EGNATON reaching the GOLD level; we are  the first company 
which certifies by Egnaton for example our washers in LAS market to demonstrate incontestably the “green soul” of 
our products. (Egnaton is the European Association for Sustainable Laboratories, find out more at www.egnaton.com).

The Egnaton certification process is a big commitment and achievement for us, because it involves collection of several 
data, it implies multiple audits and everything goes beyond the pure consumptions requiring also to demonstrate:
equipment modularity and usability, parts availability and recyclability, machinery life-span, company general 
organization about quality assurance, safety, R&D, documentation, training.

The EGNATON has a strong correlation with the AK KAB one. The figures metered and provided during the execution 
process are required to calculate the LCC (Life-Cycle-Cost) foundation of the EGNATON certification itself. Those 
consumptions data must relate to the washing program used and declared in the performance certification according 
to AK KAB protocol mandatorily released by a third party testing laboratory.

Tecniplast Group, right now, is the only company capable to 
demonstrate both washing performances and sustainable design 
through official and independent certifications. We are proud 
to continue on the path of the professional and transparent 
communication with our business partners, facts over claims!
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RECYCLING4

We adopted, implemented and executed a system which:

•	 REDUCES the consumption of raw materials through the design 
	 of products with a long   life, simple maintenance and lower costs;

•	 REUSES raw materials (first major step in the life cycle of our products)  
	 to conserve the energy spent to create our products;

•	 RECYCLES (the last step in our product’s life cycle) the materials used 
	 to make it are used to start the life of another product through 
	 our famous “Recycling Program”.

The European Commission which has been working on these problems since 2015, has approved an agreement that will force 
member countries to recycle at least 70% of urban waste and 80% of packaging waste, in addition to the prohibition of letting 
biodegradable and recyclable waste be thrown into landfills. These rules should be enforced starting 2030 and are now being 
examined by the European Parliament. MEPs who are trying to find an efficient balance between waste and recycling.

TECNIPLAST’S CAGE LIFE CYCLE



SUSTAINABILITY REPORT

66

SUSTAINABILITY5
As a multinational company that firmly believes in sustainability, Tecniplast is committed to contributing to the achievement 
of the goals published in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development signed by the 193 member states of the United 
Nations (UN). 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) set out the priorities for contributing to global development, promoting human 
wellbeing, and protecting the environment. The SDGs call for joint global action between governments, businesses, and 
society, and aim at mobilising all efforts around a common set of goals to be achieved by 2030.

The Sustainable Development Goals are the blueprint to achieve a better and more sustainable future for all. They 
address the global challenges we face, including those related to poverty, inequality, climate, environmental degradation, 
prosperity, and peace and justice. The Goals interconnect and in order to leave no one behind, it ís important that we 
achieve each Goal and target by 2030.

SUSTAINABILITY PLANNING PROCESS AT TECNIPLAST

 MONITORING STAGE
To ensure adherence to the commitments made, the Sustainability Unit asks for regular progress reports on 

projects, and updates the Control, Risks, and Sustainability Committee accordingly.

PLANNING STAGE
The Sustainability Unit works with the heads of all functions, coordinated by the Top Management 
to identify areas for improvement and related projects, on the basis of which it formulates a draft proposal 
for the Sustainability Plan.

FINAL STAGE
The Plan is then submitted to the Top Management, which analyses its contents and feasibility. 

The final stage verifies its consistency with the Team and gives its opinion to the Top Management, which is 
responsible for final approval.

OPERATIONAL STAGE
Responsibility for achieving the targets of the Sustainability Plan lies with the liaison officers of the 
departments involved, who have the necessary resources, tools, and know-how to implement the Plan.

The Tecniplast logo highlights the areas of our sustainability goals. These are in line with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 
which are set out in a 15 year plan. Together with the UN, we are committed to making a difference and achieving our goals.=
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SUSTAINABILITY PLAN

We, intuitively, perceived years ago that the circular economy appeared to be more sustainable than the current linear 
economic system because it reduces the resources used, and the waste created on the one hand, and conserves resources, 
reduces environmental pollution on the other. 
We believe so much on that that we have developed the first Sustainability plan in the Lab animal Science industry! 

Through the Sustainability Plan, we at Tecniplast share our medium/long-term sustainability strategies with our 
stakeholders.
In order to enhance the integration of environmental and social considerations into Company operations, our Plan 
focuses on certain priority areas:

PROMOTING
EMPLOYEE
WELLBEING

IMPROVING

OCCUPATIONAL
HEALTH

AND SAFETY

FOSTERING A 

RESPONSIBLE 

SUPPLY CHAIN

MITIGATING

ENVIRONMENTAL

IMPACTS

INCREASING CLIENT 

SATISFACTION

PROMOTING 

THE SOCIAL 

AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

OF LOCAL 

COMMUNITIES

RESPECTING 

ANIMAL WELFARE 

IN DESIGNING 

PRODUCTS
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CORPORATE GOVERNANCE AND SUSTAINABILITY

Maintain Corporate Governance and A Risk Management System aligned with best practices

ACTIONS TODAY RESULTS TARGETS

Implement a concept of a code of Ethics 
and other corporate policies with our 
suppliers, customers and Distribution 
network

- Code of ethics disseminated to all 
  employees worldwide and training 
  delivered to all employees
- Tax Policy and Privacy Policy Approved

Code of Ethics training extended to all 
Employees with the objective to establish 
professional business standards that 
will protect and enhance the concept, 
the image, the credibility and the 
sustainability of Tecniplast at World Wide 
level.

We have implemented an internal 
“whistleblowing procedure” online 
with the Law no. 179 of 2017 called 
“whistleblowing”, containing Provisions 
for the protection of authors of reports of 
crimes or irregularities which they have 
come to know in the context of a public 
or private employment relationship.

- Training on Whistleblowing procedure  
  provided to employees 
- Evaluation of a Web platform and ad 
  hoc telephone lines adopted for the 
  management of the reports

Extension of the training on the 
whistleblowing to all employees ww to 
eradicate unethical behaviour in the 
workplace and diffuse ethics, correct 
behaviour and integrity.

Implemented an Enterprise Risk 
Management, Broadening the scope 
of business processes covered by the 
Enterprise Risk Management System

- System updated on all business areas
- Risk Management Policy updated

Identify and assess a broad array of 
risks that could negatively impact the 
achievement of institutional goals and 
objectives. Ensure appropriate ownership 
and accountability of risks. Develop and 
implement appropriate risk mitigation 
and monitoring plans by risk owners. 
Continuous update of the Enterprise Risk 
Management System based on potential 
risk factors, also related to social and 
environmental issues to define the right 
strategies and productive cycles.

Tecniplast Environmental Policy.
Defined a policy which underlines 
that Tecniplast has among its priority 
objectives the safeguarding of the 
environment and compatibility of its 
business with the territory

System up-dated with scheduled 
objectives, which are analysed by the 
Management every year

Continuous update and definition 
of specific objectives per functions.
With the objective to regulate resources, 
use and reduce pollution, promote 
human welfare and/or protect natural 
systems.

Tecniplast Environmental Management 
System

Implemented A System intended to 
contribute to improving the global 
environmental performance and 
give more credits to environmental 
management.

Integrate procedures and processes 
for training of personnel, monitoring, 
summarizing, and reporting of 
specialized environmental performance 
information to our internal and external 
stakeholders

Cribis prime Company Certificate Obtained the Cribis Prime Company 
Certificate, the maximum level of 
assessment of a Company Reliability

Provide with complete information 
assets, constantly updated and 
certified by the quality control of  Dun 
& Bradstreet, a leader company in 
Business information worldwide.
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Integrate sustainability issues into the dialogue with stakeholders

ACTIONS TODAY RESULTS TARGETS

Reporting of sustainability performance 
and targets to stakeholders

Frequency of contacts increased and 
production of Environmental report 
periodically

Continuous integration of sustainability 
issues into company communication and 
renewal of the Environmental Report

Collaboration with LAS companies 
to share best practices and enhance 
sustainability in the sector

Roundtable focusing on sustainability 
practices attended

Continuous participation in working 
groups focusing on Sustainability issues

Collaboration with final OEM Customers 
to share best practice and enhance 
sustainability in the sector

Propose projects to reduce, reuse and 
recycle products at the end of the life 
cycle to maximize sustainability of the 
product and reduce its CO2 Footprint

Become the reference in our OEM 
customers’ mind for Reduce, reuse and 
recycle concept, helping them to cut down 
on the amount of waste they throw away. 
They conserve natural resources, landfill 
space and energy. Plus, the three R’s save 
land and money communities must use to 
dispose of waste in landfills

Closer dialogue with key stakeholders on 
environmental and social issues

Animal Welfare & LAS guidelines 
promotion

Regular meetings with key stakeholders 
focusing on relevant environmental and 
social issues

ISO 14001 Certification Maintain Certification and set new 
Objectives

Improve our environmental performance 
through more efficient use of resources 
and reduction of waste, gaining a 
competitive advantage and the trust of 
our stakeholders

ISO 9001 Certification Maintain Certification and set new 
Objectives

Focus on the important areas of our 
business and improve efficiency. 
The management processes that are 
established throughout our business will 
provide a sound foundation, leading to 
increased productivity and profit

Eco Design process according to 
ISO14006

Obtain the assurance and compliance 
statement of the eco design process 
according to UNI ISO 14006:2020

Implement guidelines to establish, 
document, implement, maintain 
and improve continuously eco 
design management and part of the 
environmental management system
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Foster a culture of sustainability within the Group

ACTIONS TODAY RESULTS TARGETS

Implementation of an integrated 
sustainability management system 
incorporating environmental and social 
aspects into business decisions

-	 Sustainability Committee constituted
-	 Identified a Responsible

Complete the integration of sustainable 
practices into all processes and internal 
steps of our organization, allowing us to 
set up systematic management of environ-
mental and social risks.
We plan to have Continuous in-depth 
analysis of sustainability issues at
meetings with Sustainability Committee

Introduce the concept of the 3 PS for a 
sustainable company growth: Planet, 
People and Profit

-	Management Decision driven by
	 the 3 PS concept through Eco Design; 
	 Eco Innovation; net environmental
	 Technologies.
-	Set regular Meetings to discuss
	 outcomes and results

- Define and communicate company 
  goals and performance objectives 
  utilize performance management 
  software.
- Offer frequent performance feedback.
- Pre-emptive management and 
  recognition.
- Extend training and information for 
  employees

Tecniplast Social Responsibility for a 
better world through:
-	 Minimum Environmental Impact
-	 Local Community Benefits
-	 Good Working Conditions 
	 for Collaborators

-	Environmental Policy
-	Environmental Report
-	LCA Analysis
-	CO2 Footprint Certification
-	Plastic Cage Recycling Program
-	Member of IPPR
-	Sustainable design
-	Energy and Water consumption
	 Reduction
-	Eco designed Buildings

Assume responsibility for the impact 
generated by the Group’s activity on 
society and the environment, through 
proper management of environmental, 
social and governance (ESG) risks and 
promote the Group’s active involvement 
in environmental issues in order to help 
preserve the environment within which 
it operates with clear and well defined 
policies such as:
- Building Certification
- Safety and Prevention
- Prevention of Global warming
- Environmental and Risk
- Waste Reduction
- Management of Chemical Substances
- Recycling of products at the end of 
  their life proposing a second life for the 
  plastic

Provision of Classroom and /or online 
training to raise employee awareness of 
sustainability issue

- Classroom training session
- Information highlights published
- Training session organized for 
  operations functions on responsible 
  sourcing principles

Ongoing information and training on 
sustainability for employees maximizing 
awareness on social progress and 
equality, environmental protection, 
conservation of natural resources and 
stable economic growth. Everybody 
has the right to a healthy, clean and 
safe environment, to be achieved 
by reducing pollution, poverty, poor 
housing and unemployment.
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compliant with eco-design process according to UNI ISO 14006:2011




